“WITH HALP THE WORLD by the. ‘mounting. flames of wary and with all the na- 
tions of the world either concerned over. their safety or fearful of what’ is to happen 


in coming it is that of our Union informed on world 


OUR MEMBERS HAVE BEEN hearing of wars and rumors of wars since the great World 
War. They hove. seemed vague and far-off, concerning people in distant places. But 
sudden ly in the past months, by way of radio end newspaper, we have been made aware 
that these far-off struggles are coming closer and closer to us and ours. World-wide | 
depression .has for several years affected every man,,woman and child in the South in - 
the form of low prices for farm products , by acreage restrictions undor the AAA. Oth-~ 
er parts of the world were suffering also. In some of those countries the poople be= 
came tired of trying to use their intelligence to solve their problems. They allowed 
dictators to take over thoir countries who promised the people overything under the 
sun to get in powor. By means of propaganda, trickery, slogans, parades, military 
fever, mrdor, racial hatred, coercion, bribery and other methods thoy forecod their 

- yoke of somi-slavory on ‘helploss people. In may of those countries the dictators © 

wore into by the business intorests who were afraid of the 


THE DICTATORS PLOT WAR | 
, ONCE ; IN POWER THESE dictators wore unablo to fulfill thet? promises to solve un- } 
employment and other problems by intelligent methods, and to thom war was the only 
way out. Poople can always bo fooled by war. With cold-blooded deliberation, Ger- 
many, Italy and Russia have in the last few months made war on the rost of Europe. | 
They have conquered holpless pooplo, @rivon out the rcgular governments, taken over 
_ their torritory and imposed tho gron heel of military dictatorship over almost all of 
Europe. Thoir armics have been romarkably successful for two reasons: one, tho Allies 
have becn caught unprepared by the stupid leadership of their consorvative govern- 
-monts, and by. the treachery of their officials in high placcs; second, the dictctors 
have been forcing their peoplo to givo half tho national income to build up ono of 
machines of all timo. 


HOW DOES THIS AFFECT ust First, ‘the United States is a rich and coun- 
try. It holds the key to all of North and South America. We grow large crops and 
produce many products which are extromoly valuablo. Many pooplo foar that if the 
dictators conquer Europe that thoy will not be contont until thoy control Amer ica. 


AT LEAST, WHETHER WE Like: 4tt or inet, if tho dictators control Sir and other 
scctions, thoy will bo so powerful in an oconomic way that it will scriously affect 


us. For instanco, they might bo ablo to force us to soll our cotton for what thoy 


choose to give for it. Besides this, wo do not intond to givo up our notions of dom- 
ocracy and individual liberty and rights in oxchango for the gooso-stop. Democracy 
in America is not porfoct, and most Amoricans sce ways it could be improved, but wo 
be Lieve that only by Amer ican domocr atic means can conditions be improved. 


| ‘THE UNITED STATES PREPARES | 
oe, RHE. PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES aro ro-arming and proparing for ahvelitte that 
might happen. While they might disagrce on some of the mothods to bo used, priucti- 


cally all agree that the defeonso . program should forqurd as swiftly and as 
ly as possiblo. | 


MANY PEOPLE CONCERNED possiblo enomies within our gatos. Those may bo 
divided. into several. groups. Some aro forcign spies or agents who might attompt to 
intorfero with Amoriccn industrial operation. Somo are mombors of organizations sup- 
posodly American, but whose prdmary purpese is to propagcandize for foroign nations. 
Some are native Americans who have always admirod Hitler and his mothods and who havo 
-practicod thom as far as. they,could in thcir own industrios in this country. The 
fovernmont officially statcs thru the FBI that thoso groups cro really very small and 
offer no menace at presont if “are and controlled. This the 
FBI has to doe | 


OF THE BIG BUSINESS PEOPLE aro of tho concern of 
the pooplo ovor national dofcnse to do away with all the safeguards for labor sot up 
in rocont yoars. ‘Prosidont Roosevelt has promisod. that all tho sceial wolfarce laws 

~ guch as the National Labor Rolations Board, and the Wagnor Act, and tho Wigos 
Hours Act, Social Sccurity and Fedoral Housing Administration will be maintained alon 
with national defonso proparcations..« But thore are many clomonts in Amorica whotting 
thoir knives to give, lebor,@ scalping under tho disguiso of patriotism | 
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“(Gent from pogo) 


Wo must bo-,on our. guand, more ‘than over ogainst anti-labor employers, swoat shop 
rackotoors, and big farm - operators who want to be little Hitlofs. New the Union is 
necded as never before to represent the rights of farm workcors. We must ell 


togethor to uphold ‘true which Rives. equal. to all. i 


“We WANT NO in Ho: Hitiorism the South on tho 


ATTEND SCHOOLS EAST 


Plotine secretary of Woodruff County Council, vlad just from 
Wellesley Institute, Wellesley, Mass., where she attended a two weeks' session of the 
‘Institute. Back here in the office last week, she told us she found the people at | 
Wellesley very much interested in the work of the STFU-- so mech so that she was kept 
busy answering questions. Apparently, the Northerners were ae ee and pleased to 
have a sharecropper from the deep South 
in thoir midst. Tho Boston Herald sont — 


a reporter to interview Flotine and geavo UNDS ASKED FOR STFU NEWS ~ 
hor a nice write-up in that paper. | | | 


| : 4 | or | Following is an oxcorpt from tho min- 
At Wellesloy with Flotine were such |utes of tho National Executive Council | 

prominent persons as Madame Perkins, Sec. |mccting held June 22nd and 23rd, 1940: 

of Labor; Norman Thomas, Socialist candi- 


date for Prcosident; Roger Babson, Prohi- "Treadway reported that the STFU wT 
bition candidate for Prosidont; and Gov. |hcs been published twice sineo the 
Vanderbilt of Rhode Island. }mecting, and that it had been necessary 


{to spend a small sum for cquipment. The 
oe “Aoontribution for the Union was tak- |first issuc was sont out to all the locals 
en, and a contribution was also taken to jand 400 copies were mailed to outside con-. 
buy a typewriter for Mrs. Hodge to use in |[tacts. 1,300 copies were mimoographed. 
her Course. _.|Many favorable comments wore received. 
The last issue was sont in bundles to all 
attondod a four-week |lccals, but only 80 or 90 copies were sen’: 
session at Pendle Hill, Wallingford, Po., |to outside contacts. Postago. on the first 
a summer sthool for the study of ‘social. .jissue amounted to about $35.00. A conser: 
problems. He roturned to. July wative as to cost of: getting 
: |jthe NEWS monthly was set at $50.00 a menth 
to enjoy his moals--'the Quakors believe Our budget is cut so low that we find 
in doing plenty of talking whilo cating-- |it impossible to get the NEWS out regulat- 
for those who crowded round to ask all fly for full distribution unless our read- 
sorts of questions cbout tho Union. Tho jers arc willing to send contributions for 
student body st Fendlo Hill came from all [this purpose. A contribution from cach 
parts of tho world-- so that the nemo of =[rcader cach month will icy the NEWS com. 
the STFU was spread far and wide. ing 


‘Les lic spoke on the STFU to a group: 
‘of seventy-five July 8th, and the talk. in- |. 
spired Mrs «. Grace Brinton Moore, a well- 
mow social worker to write a magazino— 
article on sharccropping as a part of . 

Scuthern life. Her article will picture 


UTS HAY IN CHURCH 


. Church services ended abrupt ly for 
nion members near Kennett, Mo., July 15 
when the building in which services were 
jbeing held was closed, the benches piled 
the influences surrounding a sharecropper jup outside, and hay ordered stored inside. 
child and the child's possibilitics for a (Mr. Js A. Hemphill, who had put up the 
satisfying, uscful lifes building Sixteen years before as a com=- 
ination school and church, was behind the 


move, according to a meee. Brother. Church officials were not notified of his in- 


Ga 


According to the same source, a chain was tied to the-rope of the church boll, 


hooked to Mr. Hemphill's truck, and the bell pulled to the ground. The ti Menai 
was church » was badly 


In reply toa question as to why the church was so abruptly eclcsed, Hemphill's 


son ropliod. that they had to put tho “hay somowhore- so they decided to put it in the 
church 


BILLIE WALKER PLAYS 
Miss Billio Walker and hor hillbilly ,L. Moore. State Orcaniser- We M. Tanner 
band played a program for the Pomiscott j|discloses that as tho upshot of such Unic: 
County organization of tho STFU on Juno |activitics interest has boon increased in 
27 at Okeona, Moe Tho Union's sharo of Missouri, that contacts for new locals © 
t roccecds was split between the Okcena }have been sccured, and that sovcral mem= 
_ Midway Local and tho Pomiscott County — |bers at Silverdalo have already signod up. 
Council. Spoakors.on tho program includ= |ittgsourd are che ping. to heve. the -Ed, 
ed J. R. Butlor, M. Tanner, and Robert Diroctur, Mise Smith, thom soon. 
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LAGUNA CONFERENCE 


Upon invitation, I attended the Laguna Conference at Torreon, Mexico, July 4th 

: thru the 6th. Each year at Torreon, which is in the center of the Laguna Resion, the 
co-operative farmers hold such a Conferénce, to which interested people from e lsewherc 
are invited to come and discuss with them the problems with which en are confronted 
and the vest ways of solving these problems. 


To me it was an inspiration to sce the enthusiasm of the Mexican farmers in that 
region for their co-operative farming venture. It wes obvious that thoy really intenc 
to make a success of their lives under tho new plan of iter <a 


In many respects the Laguna Region is the ‘teat farming country in Mexico; grow- 
ing cotton, wheat, corn, fruit, and vegetablos., Irrigation, however, is depended on 
to grow the crops, since not enough rain falls in season-=- this in spito of the fact 
that this is a levol region with many lakes word means 
places during the rainy season. | 


Until 1935 this land was owned by landlords eee had it worked by shasocroppors 
and day laborers just as the large landownors in Mississippi, Arkansas, “Missouri, aud 
olsewhere do now; but in that year the government took over the large holdings and © 
established co-oporative farms for the pcasants or workers. 


Now the peasants have many good schools and excellent and arc build 


ing moro’ and more each year They are also building new homes and are boginning to 
live better. 3 


While in Mexico I visited many other regions besides tho Laguna Region. In the 
Mante Region sugar cane is grown and the workers ovwm and operate their own sugar re- 
finery. In the mountain region tho peasants grow corn on the hillsides oxtending up 
and up for thousands of feot; this mountain corn-growing country extends for hundreds 
of miles... Near Mexico City, the capital of Mexico, 2. special kind of cactus is grown 
which is uscd in the making of pulque, tequila, and other alcoholic liquors. | 


Space will not pormit a dotailod account of all I saw and learned in Laguna and 
in other places in Mexico, but very soon wo hope to be able to supply you with an od- 
ucational pamphlict dealing with the subject of co-operative farming in Moxico. 


Note on the election in Moxico. Tho Mcxican poople hold thoir Prosidcntial elce: 
tion on July 7th, whilo Iwas thore. It is truco that thero was some fighting and a 
fow killed, but the truth is that no more scrious trouble was cxperienced than often — 
happons at election timo in cur own country. Exaggoratod nowspaper storiocs of wide- 
spread fighting in Mexico at clection time should not bo belicved. | 


THE DRAFT BILL LESSON FROM PLANT 

At this time it appears certain that | — In a window of the Union office in 
some sort of compulsory military training [Momphis a broad-leaved green plant is grov- 
bill will be passod and made into law. (inge This is the third summer that the 
sweeping bill of this nature is een now ‘plant has bloomed, and it is growing tall 
before the U. S. Senato. strong. 

Such a law would shattcr a11 peacd= Its roots aro bedded decp in the only 

time precedents and draft the country's jsoil it kmows...hard concretco. It has wit 


Manpower into the defense program cithor jstocd snow and slect and scorching sun in 


for combat training or for cqually impors /its difficult home on tho cdge of tho win- 
tant dutics in industrial positions or ‘dow sill. 


local defenso groups. | 


Porheps it has a messasgo for Union 
| if tho manpower of tho country is to 4mombers whose lives have boon hard and ful: 
be draftod, as it scoms it will be, wo jof struggle, and who somotimes fool that 


foel that it is only fair and just that hoy cannot plant a now way of life in 
the wealth of the country be conscripted - }Southern soil thru their Union becauso thc 
also. ‘Wo. empha tically do not beolievo in |difficultics ore so groat. Perhaps it is ~ 
our mon'and beys taking tho fap for'en- — a sign that tho Union will contime to - 
tronched j Igrow stronger with cach passing yeer and 

| blossom just as has this determined 


Br othor Bonry Johnson, of tho Johnson "Night. Riding" casos, was just in tho of- 
fico. . Tho Brothor Johnson is by his own admission scventy=six, years old, ho was sit- 
ting here by the desk reading the afternoon nowspaper without tho aid of glassos. jie 
marvelled at his accomplishment and asked if he didn't nood — to which ho ro- 
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POLITICS: 


Every tine an | election comes near,” ‘a seat many members and some. leaders of the 
Southern Tenant Farmers Union-get very.mach excited about who is to be elected and 
who ought to be beaten. The fact is that most of those running. ‘for office. should de sia 
beaten, but of course someone will be elected for each place whether or not he be 
The Southern Tenant ‘Union is strictly non-political in the sense of 
tisan politics. But since the Union does hold the balance of power in several coun- 
ties and in many townships, the politicians thomselves got a great deal more oxeitod 
about the Union vote than the Union itsolf docs. 


“ts a case » the Union members can and should hold tho candidatest feet to the | 
fire. We should never let any candidate know who is going to get the Union vote but 
say to each and cvery one that the candidate who shows the best attitude toward or- 
ganized labor will got every vote the Union can mster, and that the one who-is - ee 
against organized labor will be beaten if it is in the Union's Power to beat hime 


No momber or officer of the Union has the power or ‘authority. to commit the ‘Union 
vote to any enndidato-- such an act, whenovor and wherever comnitted, is clearly in? . 
contradiction to our Constitution and constitutes a violation of it. ee 


As an individual, however, » each momber of the Union has a right. to declare hin- 
self in favor of any candidate, but he cannot speak for the Union nor for any other 
member. of the Unicn.s The Union membership as such will vote ae its friends-- ona 
woe be unto its enomies} 


— 


NEW ARRIVALY | PLEAD GUILTY | 
to rs. Gertrude Funchers, Shel-,; the planters who broke’ up o ‘Union 
by, Miss., July 12, was a fino now baby hno ceting at Eley schoolhouse, Kennott, Mo. My 
girl. The young lassie has been named El- IMay 28, pled guilty to disturbing the peace 
leon. Tho proud father is Brother Waltor land paid their fines. | 

Funchers, momber of Local 87. Tho Nation- 

al Office is glad to congratulete Brother Other charges have been 
and Mrs. Funchers on the new baby girl. settlement of the first charge. | 
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THEY. SAY—_ 
"Wo have nothing in our aide’ ‘to te stick the STFU at’ 
can't oxist-- thon we we are at the onde" Se Slater Local 9, Ark. 
Local has been bovine troublo with the plontors. They don't want no 
union elose and they sent us word not to moot any more. But we told thom wo would @ 
meet as often as’ we pleased and wo. missed meoting Harvey, 
you know in this life 
There's beon so mach trouble, pain, and strife? 
It's morely because we never know 


--Submitted by Roy Wilson, Pair “oaks, 
wee 


soising tho Uniot' can oxpeet to anything it he! 
ing to stand up and fight for the Union's program and for his own rights. Anybody 
who backs down whon trouble starts has no business in-an organization like the South- — 
ern Tenant Farmers Union.” --D. A. Griffin. 
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pllLowing .members.made-a score-of 100% on their: answers 20. 


Lonie Ruth Beck 
Nathaniel Sneed 
Ollie Jones 
Frank Thompson - 
-Samie "Clinton: James F. Cline 
lady Lee Clark : Clinc 
Jim Wimes ‘PENROSS LOCAL #45, PENROSE; ARK. 
Emma Caldwell Dennie Mallary 


Henry Sharp 
“Jamos Hume PASCOLA LOCAL #78, PASCOLA, 


Barnest 
Henry Smith 
Hilton 


jah Yalker 

Willie Beck | 


Will Harris Scort #65, PORTAGEVILIE 


Nancy Jones 


FISHING LAKE LOCAL #4 Ane 


W. 


Fred Quick 
O'Guin 
Mae’ Harve y. 


Clinton *" °° Bizzle 


@ Jim Williams 
Oscar McGowan 
| Rosie McGowan 
Jimnie Morning 


William Kutter 
Tee Qucik 
Clara Quick 

C. J. Hopkins 


4 


Fishing‘ Lake Local Ha won ‘first | 

| the question game for sendifizg in o perfect 
> g@t of answers. The local will receive ao 
of the book *YOU HAVE SEEN THEIR FACES 

to begin their local | library. Next month's 

_ prize will a copy of the new 


Book, 
4 
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Local, » Mos >. has: m 
the Union's Educational Program. and-ig planning éo-operate With 
Miss Smith, Seoretary. Walter Powell, states. a need. for ins 


ing speakers and for 4 ‘to aid in the Aponte 


At Shaw, Misse; location -Local i4, haye the. fields 

ofclock in the morning until’ 7 at night to‘keep the rainy wedther from completely 
ruining ‘the orips. Wages have dropped from $1.00 to $.75 for men and $.60 for women.” 

President Furgeson reports that corn however, are pretty good, and that ‘Brothe 


er Jim Jackson -has an especially gees field of corns Preside at Pur geson, works in a 
blacksmith shops 


4, Fair Odks; Ark., recently. the 
at Perirose. There they found mich interest in the work of the Unions No. 44, writes 


Secretary Roy Wilson, is a of new programs with 
for both old and younge 


e 


In a letter which came in 00 ‘late te the Juno issue of the STFU NEWS, Brother 
Henry Harvey, seerstary of Scott Local, Portageville, Moe, reported that his local 


on visited: ‘the County Contral.Councit dune 6th, found a nice crowd present, ‘and had a 


vory enjoyable time. Plantors sent’ word to the local not to mect again, but up to. 


the date of the letter not a.singlo mocting had been missod. The local made up $2.50 


for Mr. Charlie Nickelson, whe has been very ill with high blood pressures To that 
the County Central Council made. the and donatod $2.00 out of tts treasury. 


“Tomlin Rest Local now a church which tins. renamed Tomlin 
Rost Uniow: > Me te for the locale 


in the of City, 84 reports, pave: putting 
on a drive against loss of membership, meeting every two wocks and visiting among ~ 
the locals to discuss common problems. On June 16th a speaking was held at Gobler, | 
with Noah P. Graham- ing as. Be Bock, Re Le Moore and. P, Graham 
Spoke. 


20 te ming that oach local give fifty. conts por month in~ 


toa fund which could be uged. benefit of mombers in distrosse 


6 ux 50, Mashulavitle, made up $25.00 to a Union mombor 
out of jail rocont ly. 


Secretary Je He Reed, » writes in that his has ‘lost many mom=- 
bers who joined expecting the union to immediately deliver thom homes and land. Thoso 

understood in the beginning that only a a could be eat a time 

are cont inuing faithful to the 


; 


FERSOMALS 


The of James Clino, , Mashulavillo, Miss., “has alle 

Br other Charlie Nickelson, Portagovillo, Moe, has béon vory all with high blood 
pressuree He has beon taking troatment at Sikeston, Moeg - 

Bana Williams is on ae sick list at Show, Miss., and is taking troatnont for. 

kidney trouble. 

Brother Dink Johnson, | Shaw, Misse, hos boen toking troatmont for. high Dlood 
-pressuree Also, he has had his teeth pulled.” 
Brother James: Hobbs was carried to the-doctor for a log injury net his et was 
| found not to bo. ‘broken. Ho hod been kickod by a miloe 


é & 


Brothor TPavonport, Howell, Ark. Was ‘claimed by on June loth. te} his 


| ‘and wo oxtend our hoartfolt: 


& family of bother. Prince Wilson, ‘Stringtown, Miss., was an olevon 


baby duly | The young lady's namo is R. Be Congratulations’ 


Not reported “in timo | was the birth of a daughter to the wifo of. ‘Brother Ezekiel 
Dovis on Apert mor has boon nomod Katio, leo. 


OME e 


Addio daughtor of Brother Daniol Hill, president. of. Loca. 15,. Yoshulayille, 
‘has returned: from Columbus, ‘whore sho--was. in-high schooks* 
Brothor Robert. ‘Bott-and wifo ‘Spont-e iiss. , attonding” closing» 
exercises of schoole 
Brothor E. Cistrunk, Mashuiavillo, ‘ tas. ‘been worriod over his. brother, who was 
kidnapped recently and found later badly bruised Ups Tho kidnapped man was hold ovor 


Relatives of “Brother Bock, Mashulavillo, have boon visiting in his 
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